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agreeable to God; the prisoners were often treated as
criminals. In France, IMontluc, a Catholic captain,
boasted of having hung his prisoners to the trees along
the roadside; Baron des Adrets, a Protestant captain,
had his captives thrown from the top of a high tower.
Often women and children were killed, as in the massa-
cres of Vassy and of Saint Bartholomew. To sacrifice
life in the assassination of the chief of the hostile party
was regarded as a heroic act by the fanatics of both
parties. So perished Francis of Guise, William the
Silent and Henry III.

They were ruinous wars, for fighting was going on
everywhere at the same time. The land was full of
chiefs with bands, who under the pretense of religion,
scoured the country at the head of their companies of
adventurers, living by pillage and by forced contribu-
tions, arresting, ransoming, torturing the partisans
of the other religion, and doing much more harm to
the inhabitants than to the soldiers of the hostile party.
There were few great battles; none of the combatants
could gather great armies. The war was especially
a war of sieges, which consisted in taking the fortified
towns.

There was almost no large village in the sixteenth
century which was not surrounded by walls and con-
sidered a fortified town. These thousands of small
places, incapable of sustaining a siege, were continu-
ally taken and retaken, sometimes by force, sometimes
by treachery, for there were always, in every place
occupied by one of these parties, some of the inhabit-
ants who were ready to have a band of the other party
enter and take possession. When the place was taken